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Train Track Time Machine 

All Aboard: History, Culture, and Innovation on the Florida East Coast Railway 

 

Grade Level: 

 

3rd Grade 
 

Materials: 

 

Photos: 

• Railroad Travelers 

• The Train on the FEC 

Railway 

Map: 

• FEC Railway and 

Extension to Key West 

• FEC Extension to Key 

West 

Additional Supplies: 

• Examples of Vintage 

Travel Posters 

• Paper 

• Pencils 

• Map of FEC Extension 

• Markers 

• Crayons 

• Colored Pencils 

 

Curriculum Connections: 

 

Math, Social Studies, Science, Art, Florida Education 

 

Objectives:  

 

Students will be introduced to the Florida East Coast Railway’s Overseas Extension 

and learn what it would have been like to ride on the train to Key West. 

 

Standards: 

 

MA.3.M.1: Measure the Length of Objects and Solve Problems Involving Length 

SC.3.P: Physical Science 

SS.3.G: Geography  

VA.3.H: Historical and Global Connections 

VA.3.F: Innovation, Technology, and the Future 

 

Corresponding Map Hot Spot: 

 

Key West, FL 

 

Lesson Procedure 

Introduction:  

Introduce the lesson’s theme, railroad travel. Use the pictures of the travelers and 

the railroad to have a discussion about what it would have been like to ride on the 

Overseas Railway to places that were formerly only reachable by boat. 

 

Talk about how this new mode of transportation would have changed life for people living in the Keys (delivery of mail, 

supplies, passengers, etc.). Tell the students that today they will be imagining what it would have been like to travel to 

the Keys on the Florida East Coast Railway in the early 1900s. 
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Travel Agents: 

Divide the students into groups of 4. Explain that they have been hired as travel agents working in 1912, the year the 

Key West Extension opened. 

Their job? Get the word out to travelers about the Florida Keys. They have been tasked with designing an itinerary for a 

trip to Key West. The transportation for this trip is the Florida East Coast Railway. Give each group a map of the railroad, 

photos of the Florida Keys, pencils, and paper.  

Their first job is to decide on which areas to visit and then map out the trip, measuring the distances between each 

destination and thinking about how much time visitors will need to spend at each location. Once they have a rough plan 

in place for their vacation package, the groups should work together to design a travel poster in the style of vintage 

travel posters. (Show them some examples). 

Presentations:  

Once the students have completed their trip plans and travel posters, they will present them to the class in the form of a 

commercial for their trip. Give them some time to plan how they will concisely share the highlights of the trip they have 

planned in a style that will entice people to book it. 

*This lesson may be divided over the span of several days. 

Additional Resources: 

Overseas Railway Timeline 

This timeline on the Key West Art & Historical Society’s website provides additional information about Henry M. Flagler's 

life, career, history and the development of the Florida East Coast Railway and extension to Key West, Florida. 

Online Collections Database 

With a collecting history that extends back to 1949, the Key West Art & Historical Society has unrivaled collections of 

contemporary and historic art and artifacts.  Its collections, which number more than 35,000 works in all media, range 

from historical to present-day and span the entire Florida Keys. 
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Map of Florida East Coast Railway Showing the Key West Extension 

 

 

 

Photo: Key West Art & Historical Society 
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Map of Florida East Coast Railway Key West Extension 

 

 

 

Photo: Florida East Coast Railway 
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Vintage Florida Travel Posters 

 

 

 

Image: Florida Memory 
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Vintage Florida Travel Posters 

 

  

  

Image: Florida Memory  
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Vintage Florida Travel Posters 

 

 

    

Image: Florda Memory 
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Vintage Florida Travel Posters 

 

 

 

Photo: (left) Florida Memory (right) Florida Memory  
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Images of Travelers on the Florida East Coast Railway 

 

 

 

Black and white photograph of passengers and waiter inside the club car on the Florida East Coast Railway in April, 1930. 

Passengers include Rosie Baker, Mrs. Kirtland, Kingman Curry, Minnie Porter Harris, Mr. N.C. Hall, Ilee Williams, Mr. 

Kirtland, Zuela Russel and Min Warren. 

Photo: Key West Art & Historical Society 

 

 

Postcard depicting two girls on the back of an Overseas Railway train car with a sign that reads, ‘Key West, Florida 

Special, Over Sea Limited, Florida East Coast Railway’.  

Photo: Key West Art & Historical Society 
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Images of Travelers on the Florida East Coast Railway 

 

 

 

Black and white photograph of musicians and passengers at the rear of the Florida Special train at the Miami East Coast 

Railroad passenger station. 

Photo: Key West Art & Historical Society 
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Images of the Florida Keys 

 

 

 

Postcard depicting an Overseas Railway train on Long Key Viaduct. The caption reads, ‘Florida East Coast Railway Key 

West Extension, Express Train Crossing Famous Long Key Viaduct, Florida’. 

Photo: Key West Art & Historical Society 

 

 

Postcard depicting the Overseas Railway at the entrance to a bridge. The caption reads, ‘Florida East Coast Railway, Key 

West, Extension, end of the land, railroad entering over sea embankment, Florida’. 

Photo: Key West Art & Historical Society 
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Images of the Florida Keys 

 

 

 

Aerial View of Marathon Key, Florida. 

Photo: Key West Art & Historical Society 

 

 

Black and white photograph of a Florida East Coast Railway train crossing the Seven Mile Bridge. Photograph taken from 

Pigeon Key. 

Photo: Key West Art & Historical Society 
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Images of the Florida Keys 

 
  

 

Postcard depicting the Overseas Highway above Pigeon Key. The caption reads, ‘Overseas Highway spanning Pigeon Key 

and Fishing Camp’. The description on the verso reads, 'The longest span of the Overseas Highway is the seven mile 

portion which spans Pigeon Key. On this small island about midway between Miami and Key West, is located a popular 

fishing camp.' 

Photo: Key West Art & Historical Society 
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