KEY WEST

i\, ART & HISTORICAL SOCIETY ™

Train Track Time Machine

All Aboard: History, Culture, and Innovation on the Florida East Coast Railway

Curriculum Connections:
Grade Level:

Math, Social Studies, Science, Art, Florida Education

3rd Grade
Objectives:
Materials:
Students will be introduced to the Florida East Coast Railway’s Overseas Extension
Photos: and learn what it would have been like to ride on the train to Key West.
e Railroad Travelers
e The Train on the FEC Standards:
Railway
Map: MA.3.M.1: Measure the Length of Objects and Solve Problems Involving Length

SC.3.P: Physical Science

SS.3.G: Geography

VA.3.H: Historical and Global Connections
VA.3.F: Innovation, Technology, and the Future

e FEC Railway and
Extension to Key West

e FEC Extension to Key
West
Additional Supplies:

e Examples of Vintage
Travel Posters

Corresponding Map Hot Spot:

e Paper Key West, FL

e Pencils
Lesson Procedure

e Map of FEC Extension
e Markers Introduction:
e Crayons

. Introduce the lesson’s theme, railroad travel. Use the pictures of the travelers and
e Colored Pencils

the railroad to have a discussion about what it would have been like to ride on the
Overseas Railway to places that were formerly only reachable by boat.

Talk about how this new mode of transportation would have changed life for people living in the Keys (delivery of mail,
supplies, passengers, etc.). Tell the students that today they will be imagining what it would have been like to travel to
the Keys on the Florida East Coast Railway in the early 1900s.
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Travel Agents:

Divide the students into groups of 4. Explain that they have been hired as travel agents working in 1912, the year the
Key West Extension opened.

Their job? Get the word out to travelers about the Florida Keys. They have been tasked with designing an itinerary for a
trip to Key West. The transportation for this trip is the Florida East Coast Railway. Give each group a map of the railroad,
photos of the Florida Keys, pencils, and paper.

Their first job is to decide on which areas to visit and then map out the trip, measuring the distances between each
destination and thinking about how much time visitors will need to spend at each location. Once they have a rough plan
in place for their vacation package, the groups should work together to design a travel poster in the style of vintage
travel posters. (Show them some examples).

Presentations:

Once the students have completed their trip plans and travel posters, they will present them to the class in the form of a
commercial for their trip. Give them some time to plan how they will concisely share the highlights of the trip they have
planned in a style that will entice people to book it.

*This lesson may be divided over the span of several days.
Additional Resources:

Overseas Railway Timeline

This timeline on the Key West Art & Historical Society’s website provides additional information about Henry M. Flagler's
life, career, history and the development of the Florida East Coast Railway and extension to Key West, Florida.

Online Collections Database

With a collecting history that extends back to 1949, the Key West Art & Historical Society has unrivaled collections of
contemporary and historic art and artifacts. Its collections, which number more than 35,000 works in all media, range
from historical to present-day and span the entire Florida Keys.
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Map of Florida East Coast Railway Showing the Key West Extension
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Photo: Key West Art & Historical Society
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Photo: Florida East Coast Railway

4 | All Aboard: History, Culture, and Innovation on the Florida East Coast Railway



Vintage Florida Travel Posters

PROGRESS

HE above photographic reproduction of Engine 420 visualizes the new mountain type

locomotives, which have been purchased for the express purpose of handling the

winter tourist traffic this season. These locomotives are capable of hauling a pas-
senger train of fifteen cars, or a freight train of eighty loaded cars. A description of the
400 series, of which there are twenty in service, follows:

Diameter of Cylinder..........., 26 inches Total Weight .. p 515,000 pounds
Cylinder Stroke . ............. .- 28.inches Fuel .. R TR TIER M Lo seencenial
Diameter of Driving Wheel.. .. ’ 73 inches Heating Surface veeiesees 23,812 square feet
Boiler Pressure. .. i 200 pounds Grate Area .......... 0o 460000 66.8 square feet
Weight on Drivers 210,500 pounds Maximum Tractive Power.......... 14.000 pounds
Weight of Engine...... , 313,000 pounds Water Capacity .......... vevees . 10,000 gallons
Weight of Tender....... : 202,000 pounds Fuel Capacity ....covevivviases .. -4,000 gallons

The Florida East Coast Railway is the only line east of the Mississippi River operating
oil-burning locomotives, which combined with rock ballast makes for a speedy, delightful,
smokeless, cinderless trip along the famous East Coast of Florida.

The construction program inaugurated a yvear ago has progressed to the extent that
double track is now in use at points where congestion has shown the necessity therefor,
particularly at South Jacksonville, New Smyrna, Fort Pierce and West Palm Beach.

The Miami Belt Line is complete from the main line to Hialeah. The Okeechobee Ex-
tension will be open about January 1st to Canal Point and Pahokee.

The double track railway bridge across the St. Johns River is more than fifty per cent
complete and will be finished during the summer of 1925.

Double track construction will be continued without cessation and it is expected that a
continuous double track will be in service from Jacksonville to a point south of St. Augus-
tine, and twenty-five miles between West Palm Beach and Miami by another season, with
long stretches of it at several other locations between Jacksonville and Miami.

FLORIDA EAST COAST RAILWAY COMPANY

“Remember that the railroads f-l more money into circulation than any other American insti-
tution; and that in one family out of every fiftcen the bread-winmer is a vailroad employee.

Image: Florida Memory
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Image: Florida Memory
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Vintage Florida Travel Posters
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Images of Travelers on the Florida East Coast Railway

Black and white photograph of passengers and waiter inside the club car on the Florida East Coast Railway in April, 1930.
Passengers include Rosie Baker, Mrs. Kirtland, Kingman Curry, Minnie Porter Harris, Mr. N.C. Hall, llee Williams, Mr.
Kirtland, Zuela Russel and Min Warren.

Photo: Key West Art & Historical Society
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Postcard depicting two girls on the back of an Overseas Railway train car with a sign that reads, ‘Key West, Florida
Special, Over Sea Limited, Florida East Coast Railway’.

Photo: Key West Art & Historical Society
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Images of Travelers on the Florida East Coast Railway

Black and white photograph of musicians and passengers at the rear of the Florida Special train at the Miami East Coast
Railroad passenger station.

Photo: Key West Art & Historical Society
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Images of the Florida Keys

FLORIDA EAST COAST RAILWAY, KEY WEST EXTENSION,

EXPRESS TRAIN CROSSING FAMOUS LONG KEY VIADUCT, FLORIDA.

Postcard depicting an Overseas Railway train on Long Key Viaduct. The caption reads, ‘Florida East Coast Railway Key
West Extension, Express Train Crossing Famous Long Key Viaduct, Florida'.

Photo: Key West Art & Historical Society

‘&Yﬂsr COAST RAILWAY, KEY EXTENSION
END 4E LAND, RAILROAD ENTE VER SEA
S EMEBANICMENT, FLORIDA.

Postcard depicting the Overseas Railway at the entrance to a bridge. The caption reads, ‘Florida East Coast Railway, Key
West, Extension, end of the land, railroad entering over sea embankment, Florida’.

Photo: Key West Art & Historical Society

11 | All Aboard: History, Culture, and Innovation on the Florida East Coast Railway




Aerial View of Marathon Key, Florida.

Photo: Key West Art & Historical Society

Black and white photograph of a Florida East Coast Railway train crossing the Seven Mile Bridge. Photograph taken from
Pigeon Key.

Photo: Key West Art & Historical Society
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Postcard depicting the Overseas Highway above Pigeon Key. The caption reads, ‘Overseas Highway spanning Pigeon Key
and Fishing Camp’. The description on the verso reads, 'The longest span of the Overseas Highway is the seven mile
portion which spans Pigeon Key. On this small island about midway between Miami and Key West, is located a popular
fishing camp."'

Photo: Key West Art & Historical Society
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